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What next with mom’s and dad’s house?
The transformation potential of  

the single-family house
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Welcome
Massimo Bricocoli – Director DAStU, Politecnico 
di Milano

Introduction
Martino Tattara – KU Leuven and Federico Zanfi 
– Politecnico di Milano

Morning Session: Change
Chaired by Michela Bassanelli – Politecnico di 
Milano

Rebecca Carrai – KU Leuven
The IKEA suburb. A catalogued Imagery of Single-
Family Housing

Kateryna Malaia – Mississippi State University
Invisible Insecurity: The Story of the American 
House in Crisis

Coffee Break

Lawrence Davis – Syracuse University
Mixing Metabolisms: New People in North 
American Aging Sprawl

Niccolò Suraci and Cristiano Tosco – 
Politecnico di Torino
The Second Home: Rebuilding the Parents’ House 
After an Earthquake in Seismic Italy

Ester Gisbert Alemany – Universidad de Alicante
Learning Landscape Practices from House 
Bounded Families in Costa Blanca

Discussion

Lunch

Afternoon Session: Action
Chaired by Fabio Lepratto – Politecnico di Milano

Teresa Palmieri, Oswald Devisch and Barbara 
Roosen – Hasselt University
Suburban Transformation Patterns: A Situated 
Approach to Build Bridges between Micro- and 
Macro-scale Planning in Belgian Suburbs

Rory Hyde – University of Melbourne
The Australian Suburbs on Their Own Terms

Gabriel Cuéllar and Athar Mufreh – University of 
Minnesota
Mutable Minima: Undoing the Minimum Lot and 
Building Size Ordinances in North American 
Suburb

Coffee Break

Greta Rauleac – Central European University – 
and Caterina Spadoni – independent researcher 
The Invisible Densification: Strategies of Collective 
Re-Use of the Suburban House in Northern Italy

Elizabeth Galvez – Yale University
72-Degree Air is Fossil-Fuelled Air: Alternatives 
to the Air-Conditioned Suburban House in the 
American Desert

Discussion

Final Remarks by Martino Tattara and Federico 
Zanfi

Convenors
Martino Tattara (KU Leuven and visiting researcher Politecnico di Milano), Federico Zanfi (Politecnico di Milano)

Scientific committee
Hilde Heynen (KU Leuven), Fabio Lepratto (Politecnico di Milano), Chiara Merlini (Politecnico di Milano), 
Martino Tattara (KU Leuven), Federico Zanfi (Politecnico di Milano)

Organization
Alberto Geuna (Politecnico di Milano)

Program


