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Deciding. 
Aiding to decide. 

Participating in decision 
processes. Responsibility, 
Liability and Legitimacy. 
The lecture introduces the difference between 
decision and decision aid and  therefore, between 
decision process and decision aiding process. We 
formalise the later concept using a number of 
cognitive artefacts characterising the  activities of 
aiding to decide and we detail  the contents. We then 
introduce the notion of participation and participative 
decision making, the distribution of decision power 
and we suggest a definition of conflict functional to 
conflict transformation and management activities. 
The lecture concludes introducing the notions of 
responsibility and liability of decision aiding and 
addresses a number of ethical questions for decision 
support practice.
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