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Presentation. Why it is important a formal approach in decision 
aiding for policy design and assessment purposes?

Deciding. Aiding to decide. Participating in decision processes.
Responsibility, Liability and Legitimacy. Conflicts.

What is a decision problem? Problem structuring. Problem
formulations and problem statements. Primitives.

Basic concepts: orders, measures, graphs, optimisation. 
Algorithms.

Preference modelling. From preference statements to ordered sets. 
Languages for preferences.

Preference aggregation. From Borda and Condorcet to Arrow’s
theorem. Trade-offs and power indices.

Cost-Benefit Analysis. Value Functions and Ordinal Values. From 
markets to subjective values.

What is evident in evidence based policy making? Policy Analytics 
and the construction of arguments.

Welfare measurement from GDP to Amartya Sen. New normative 
frameworks for policy legitimation.

Design Theory and Policy Design. How to conceive the 
inconceivable.
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