
Climate Wunderkammer - Collateral event at the Venice Biennale 2023 

Call for contributions! - INFORMED CONSENT 
A project promoted by: RWTH Aachen University, Politecnico di Milano, IUAV University of 
Venice, the Delft University of Technology, ETH Zurich, Chalmers University, the University 
of Alexandria, German Jordanian University, the University of Pretoria, and Singapore 
University of Technology and Design. 

Curators: Christa Reicher, Ceren Sezer (RWTH), Eugenio Morello (POLIMI), Francesco Musco 
(IUAV) and Ulrike Kastrup (ETH).  
For POLIMI, the project is co-funded by Politecnico di Milano, The School of Architecture 
Urban Planning Construction Engineering (AUIC), and the Department of Architecture and 
Urban Studies (DASTU). 

Project Abstract 
The theme of the 18th Venice Architecture Biennale is about imagining different futures. Climate change 
and the accompanying ecological degradation is creating a world unknown to current generations of 
humans, one which requires a mindset of resilience and hope if we are to navigate through the challenges 
which lie ahead. 

Climate Wunderkammer aims to immerse ourselves in a multi-sensory experience of climate change 
impact while sharing practical solutions to address and adapt to it. It consists of a hybrid (physical and 
virtual), interactive and co-created installation. 

This installation exhibits a collection of narratives from our planet through drawings, videos, and voice 
recordings, a Wunderkammer of messages in bottles to open and discover. In each story depicting the 
threat and impact of climate change, we present tentative answers to adapt or address the new condition 
to inspire places undergoing similar climate trends in the future. We believe that the climate has no 
borders and that no one can solve this global issue alone on a local scale.  This archive of narratives will 
generate the seed for setting up a global platform for sharing knowledge and mutual learning, especially 
learning from the most fragile places undergoing the impact of climate change.   

The 'Climate Wunderkammer' anticipates what it means to live this unique experience in everyday life, 
learning from places already undergoing comparable transformations due to climate change. It shares the 
narratives, experiences and emotions of the students of the participating universities derived from the 
tangible impacts of climate change. The students are young and might have limited memories of the past. 
However, they apprehend how rapidly transformations are happening. Young generations can help us 
make the "invisible visible" by comparing before and after the climate event hit our regions, communities, 
and places. The exhibition also presents the tools and solutions implemented to address climate change.  

We use multiple media to give back a multi-sensory experience: projections, sounds, tangible objects, and 
materials collected in the 'Climate Wunderkammer', a wall with bottles containing narratives and 
envisioned solutions; a central interactive table with the world map, an atlas illustrating climate hazards 
events and organized according to the taxonomy and the tags used in the repository. 



The 'Climate Wunderkammer' will travel worldwide and generate an incremental repository of stories and 
solutions organized and categorized according to the climate-related risks taxonomy, world regions and 
places, and typology of adaptation or mitigation measures. The goal is to build a collaborative platform for 
sharing knowledge and enable learning from each other to simulate future climate scenarios and 
understand which challenges and actions we will have to face to fight and adapt to new conditions and 
become more resilient. 

Call for contributions! 
Do you have a personal story and experience about the impact of climate change? Do you have a solution? 

Then contribute to the archive of the Climate Wunderkammer! 

Please read these pages carefully, and ask for clarification if you have not understood or need further 
clarification. 

If you agree to participate in this study, your cooperation is to provide permission to collect the 
information. 

Your participation in this research program is completely voluntary and you may withdraw from the study 
at any time. 

If the answer is in the affirmative, please apply as follows: 

Step 1 / by February 22, 2023 

Fill out our preliminary candidature form that is carried out by POLIMI and in which we ask you to share 
your personal stories, such as a narrative of climate change or some ideas to adapt to climate change.   

Step 2 / by March 29, 2023 

Submit the full material for the installation and send it as an external link (not as an attachment to the 
email) to: eugenio.morello@polimi.it  

Eligibility criteria 
You are a student enrolled at a university or Ph.D. program. 

Contact 
For further information, please email the reference professor at your university: eugenio.morello@polimi.it 

Informed Consent 
By ticking the box in the application form, you declare that you have received full explanations regarding 
the request to participate in the study in question, as reported in this information sheet. 

You therefore freely accept to participate in the research project, having understood the meaning of the 
request and having understood the risks and benefits involved. You are aware of your right to withdraw 
from the project at any time.
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