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‘Smart’ imaginaries for urban transitions have been enthusiastically embraced by urban planners
and policymakers around the world. Research has shown that the making of smart cities, in spite
of the emphasis on participatory and inclusive processes, rarely accounted for the needs of poor-
er and vulnerable citizens of the Global South megacities. On the other hand, Deep Transition
Futures research has shown the potential for imagining and implementing plural and inclusive
desirable futures. Using this approach, this presentation will share insights on how policies and
investments can be smart as well as democratic, bridging the existing gaps and learning from past
failures to make urban futures in the Global South more desirable.

Discussants: Deepa Joshi and Michelangelo Secchi (Politecnico di Milano)

School of Architecture, Urban Planning and Construction Engineering
UPPD MSc Course: Smart Cities and Urban Innovation

All seminars will take place at Politecnico di Milano, Leonardo Campus in Milan and on
Webex: https://politecnicomilano.webex.com/meet/davide.ponzini

Organized by: Davide Ponzini, Grazia Concilio, Zachary Jones, Abdallah Jreij, Maryam Karimi
Contact: zachary.jones@polimi.it abdallah.jreij@polimi.it http://www.tau-lab.polimi.it https://www.call-researchlab.polimi.it/




