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Seminario a cura di Massimo 
Bricocoli e Marco Peverini. 
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inseriti in mailing list: 
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una iniziativa di:

L’Osservatorio Casa Abbordabile 
(OCA) di Milano Metropolitana 
ha l’obiettivo di monitorare, nel 
contesto della città metropolitana 
di Milano, le dinamiche di 
affordability (“abbordabilità”): 
la sostenibilità dei costi abitativi 
rispetto ai redditi e le condizioni 
di accesso alla casa, in acquisto 
e in affitto, rispetto al mercato del 
lavoro metropolitano.

L’osservatorio è promosso 
e finanziato dal Consorzio 
Cooperative Lavoratori (CCL) 
di Milano e dalla cooperativa 
di abitanti Delta Ecopolis in 
partnership con il Dipartimento di 
Architettura e Studi Urbani (DAStU) 
del Politecnico di Milano. 

Le attività di OCA sono coordinate 
dal prof. Massimo Bricocoli e 
condotte da Marco Peverini, 
assegnista di ricerca, in 
collaborazione con il Mapping and 
Urban Data Lab (MaudLab) e con 
un comitato interdisciplinare e 
internazionale di esperti.

Direttore Dastu, coordinatore scientifico OCA

Professoressa associata di Sociologia dei processi economici e del 
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Presenta: 

Introducono: 

Sono invitate/i a intervenire, oltre alle/ai colleghe/i del Dastu:

Lista in via di defizione e conferma

Total Rent : €720

LESSOR: Mona
€345

SUBLESSOR: Ann
€125*

SUBLESSOR: Arlene
€250

FORMER 
SUBLESSOR: 

Carlo
€250

LESSOR: Sherwin
€0

Challenges the idea that informality is generated by those who wish only  to 
profit from it.

*only for weekends

Subletting, a common renting 
practice here in Milan is generally 
leasing by a direct tenant to a 
third party. No formal contract 
is given to a subtenant as the 
tenant is the only person directly 
involved with the landlord. With 
no formal processes and rigorous 
documentation involved, subletting 
becomes a convenient option to 
attain access to affordable shelter 
within the metropolis. 

The first case that depicts the 
common subletting scenario in 
Milan is Via Predabissi, where the 
complexity of age difference (25-
56), student life, work activities, 
and various relationships is set 
within a household of Filipinos. The 
subletting process was initiated 
by Carlo (previous sublessor) 
after he inquired his classmate 
Sherwin for a temporary housing 
solution that eventually evolved 
into permanency. Mona agreed 
to facilitate Carlo’s presence and 
after having their first subtenant, 
a more informal situation was 
produced with the co-habitation 
of Arlene and Ann. The housing 
set-up is deemed practical and 
unintrusive for Mona and Sherwin 
to continue this arrangement as 
it allowed them to generate some 
income while providing a social 

good for their informal tenants. 

In this case, subtenant Arlene 
derives a clear degree of flexibility 
unachievable anywhere else 
(especially in the formal market) as 
she only stays there at weekends, 
while Carlo, on the other hand, 
remarked the fact that living in a 
household with another Filipino 
family was challenging at times 
because of conflicts of interests. 
Adding to this limitation is Carlo’s 
sleeping arrangement which 
entailed his right to privacy as he 
was sharing the room with Mona.

In another case of immigrant’s 
renting situation in Romolo, Daniel 
is a construction worker employed 
in nero who’s been renting in 60 
sqm house for 16 years with a 
formal contract. While he pays for 
the apartment at €600 monthly, he 
sublets the other room to a young 
couple of Romanian workers from 
his same city in Romania and 
charges €500 a month. Similar 
to Via Predabissi, this concept 
imposes the idea that informality 
may often be produced for 
financial gain.

Via d’Annunzio is another case 
of subletting comparable to 
the first case. Jayson lives in a 
single room in an apartment of a 
Filipino family. Living in Milan for 
more than 5 years, he has stayed 
in 6 apartments all without a 
contract. Although his subletting 
situation helps him save more 
of his income for future plans, 
he admitted that his actions are 
limited as he intentionally controls 
his living routine to avoid conflicts. 
To suffice budget constraints, 
Jayson had to sacrifice ease and 
psychological freedom. 

Another motive that can be 
extracted from a subletting 
situation is the living situation of 
a Georgian tenant Ivane in Via 
Zurigo. Ivane decides to sublet 
her space in order to maintain 
the lease while she is away. As a 
tenant, she is able to maintain her 
apartment while a sublessor pays 
below the original market rent 
and gets a temporary affordable 
house in the city. Such cases, 
while they vary in terms of specific 
intentions and considerations, 
show a common denominator of 
voluntary sacrifices in lifestyle.
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