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Politecnico di Milano, via Bonardi 9, edificio 14-Nave, piano seminterrato
Aula della Scuola di Specializzazione in Beni Architettonici e del Paesaggio

Architectures of Financialization
presentation by
Sara Stevens and Matthew Soules 
University of British Columbia

discussion with
Paolo Scrivano and Davide Ponzini
Politecnico di Milano

Sara Stevens and Matthew 
Soules will jointly present their 
latest individual work on the 
relationship between real 
estate, financialization, and 
architecture. 
Sara will focus on neoliberal-
ization and speculation in the 
development of Canary 
Wharf in London in the 
1980s. She will argue that 
financialization rewrote the 

terms of architectural practice 
amid the deregulation of 
financial markets.
Matthew will examine emer-
gent trends in the financial-
ization of architecture includ-
ing questions of formal liquid-
ity, the expanding scope and 
scale of Property Technology, 
and the entrenchment of the 
politics of crisis. 
Together, their scholarship 

undergirds their efforts with 
the activist organization 
Architects Against Housing 
Alienation, the official repre-
sentation of Canada at the 
2023 Venice Biennale of 
Architecture.
The seminar is organized by 
Luca Gaeta and Federico 
Zanfi within the PhD program 
in Urban Planning, Design 
and Policy at DAStU.

Information:
giovanni.lanza@polimi.it


